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Russian baby clothing company, Zolotoy 
Gus was born out of the ambition 
of athlete Elena Sukhareva and his 
partner to face the Russian financial 

crisis by looking to innovate and excel, investing 
in the most modern inkjet technology and 
finishing equipment. Speaking to Digital Textile, 
Sukhareva explained: “In 2000, at the height of 
the economic crisis, we revived the dream we 
had in the drawer: to create our own collection of 
children’s products, design exclusive garments, 
produce them, and market them. 

“We had analysed the market potential, the 
competition, and we’ve identified a niche gap 
in the childrens clothing segment. We started 

in a small room, working with used machinery 
and exploiting our knowledge of sewing 
techniques. In this endeavor we’ve invested 
everything we had, and today we can say we 
have won the bet.”

From laboratory to  
smart textile factory
After consolidating the business model 
and defining the technical and production 
requirements, Zolotoy Gus as grown to now 
employ 100 staff and is, the company said, a 
high-tech and family-owned textile company. 
The company has developed seven brands and 
these are being sold in outlets across Russia, 
from Kaliningrad to Vladivostok, as well as in the 
CIS countries – Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan and 
Armenia. The company’s customer base ranges 
from retailers with chains of high-street stores to 
online stores and Zolotoy Gus also has a flagship 
store in Klin, which is near Russia. The company 
is already planning to complement the traditional 
retailers with its own direct sales channel.

Production volumes are already significant, 
Sukhareva said, with more than 15,000 garments 
being produced per month, and products 
ranging from bedding to clothing for babies, up 
to accessories and personalised school uniforms. 
But thanks to good production capacity and 
flexibility, Zolotoy Gus is also able to offer digital 
printing services and cutting for third parties.

Zolotoy Gus has invested in inkjet printers and new 
equipment for pre and post-treatment of fabrics, 
co-founder Elena Sukhareva tells Digital Textile

BOOST FOR BOOMING 
BABY CLOTHES BRAND

The Zolotoy Gus website
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“Our textile company is one of the most innovative in Russia,” 
Sukhareva said. “We are driven by the constant improvement 
of product quality and to increase our production capacity. For 
this reason, we purchase only the most innovative equipment 
made by European manufacturers recognised for their 
excellence.”

Towards an end-to-end  
digital workflow 
As the company has grown, digital technology has taken more 
and more of a focus, end-to-end, in the production cycle. “The 
development of an increasingly wide range of products and 
the need to work with different fibres, prototype and produce 
an infinite number of patterns, make advanced customisations 
for each customer, optimise logistics and reduce time-to-
market has increased our perception that digital would be the 
future,” explains Sukhareva. “For this reason, we conducted an 
analysis among industrial inkjet printers, buying first a Mimaki 
as a test machine.” The company has now purchased a more 
productive EFI Reggiani Renoir Top to its production line. 
Sukhareva added: “Today we print mostly natural fibres with 
reactive inks: the only chemistry that still gives us full guarantee 
of quality, repeatability, brilliant colours and fastness.”

Those who now choose to print medium and large quantities 
of high-quality fabrics have to manage the issues associated 
with pretreatment of raw fabrics, colour fixation, washing and 
drying. This is particularly difficult for those who don’t have the 
benefit of textile experts in their own region. “Digital printing 
of natural fabrics is a new trend in Russia,” emphasises 
Sukhareva. “There are no specialists in this field. The 
preparation of the fabric and its finishing are key factors, 
because the image quality and colour output are heavily 
influenced by that choice and the uniform application 
of a coating fluid. Meanwhile an effective steaming and 
a washing cycle, performed flawlessly, will prevent the 
migration of ink on the fabric. That is why we chose to bring 
the best practices of Italian and global textile production to 
Russia, whilst making them compatible with our company 
size. Hence the choice of an innovative and high quality 
technology such as Cibitex’s easyLINE.”

The companies met during ITMA Milan, back in 2015, and 
Zolotoy Gus has taken great efforts to identify the padding, 
the washing and the fixation, and drying equipment for the 
fabrics in its new production workflow. “[Cibitex’s] approach 
to digital textile intrigued us,” Sukhareva said. “It’s so modern 
and comprehensive yet modular. Quite unusual in the very 
traditional and conservative textile industry. In particular, 

we have considered brave and visionary products like the 
compact easyWASH and the multifunctional unit easyCOAT/
DRY, to the point that in recent months we have started a 
testing and validation process at the Cibitex demo centre, 
which allowed us to close the circle of our production flow 
with excellent results. Not to mention the huge reduction in 
size and very low consumption of electricity and water. All of 
these benefits have been reconfirmed in the daily use of the 
equipment in our company.”

Zolotoy Gus’ production facility now includes: the EFI 
Reggiani ReNOIR Top digital textile printer, 2.4 metres wide; 
a Cibitex easyLINE workflow for pre and post-processing 
of fabrics, 2.5 metres wide; six ZSK 12-head embroidery 
machines; three MorganTecnica cutting systems; and 
multiple modern automatic sewing machines. The company 
said it is getting ready to face the growing demand for 
digital printing on natural fabrics for different markets, and 
on the horizon already looms a new investment to boost their 
production capacity.

A processing step performed with Cibitex easyWASH, the exclusive unit 
for the washing of printed fabrics designed by Cibitex to be installed 
in small spaces and to operate in an integrated manner with the other 
modules of the easyLINE

The drying, fixation and rewinding unit of Cibitex easyCOAT/DRY 
machine installed at Zolotoy Gus, equipped with two heated rolls and a 
centering and alignment system of the fabric. 
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